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How Does Experience Reconstruct Foreign
Language Teacher’s Knowledge?
Abstract: The author studied the role of
experience in reconstructing foreign language
teacher’s knowledge through a survey of 117
novice and experienced teachers in two groups.
The results show that experience is not always
facilitative to practical knowledge in spite of the
fact that experience is the major ground where
teacher’s practical knowledge changes. Experience
is also able to modify teacher’s knowledge through
a reconstructing process in which FL knowledge
generally undergoes attrition while PCK undergoes
rapid diversification. The diversification process
is highly related to the teacher’s development of
“people skills”, rather than teaching experience.
Finally the study suggests that one’s experience
and one’s reflection on this teaching experience
should not be taken as the best way to develop
teacher’s practical knowledge, especially in the
pre-service training stage when the strategies of
intervention are critical for producing qualified
new teachers due to the complex relationship
between knowledge based on people skills and
the degree of maturity of novice teachers in the

training program.
Key Words: teacher’s knowledge; experience;

foreign language teacher



