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School Spirit Is the Cornerstone of the School Development
——A Speech at the Backbone Member Training Class of the Research Group
of “Education and Development”

Lin Chongde
( Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: School spirit is accumulated in long-term practice of education and teaching in
school groups, common psychology and behavior of community psychology and psychological
characteristics and its core content and the concrete manifestation is the school spirit. School spirit
has its own characteristics and functions. It plays a role through such mental mechanisms as
infection, imitation, hint, conformity, acknowledgement, and strengthening, which include four
formation and development periods: incubation period, integration period, internalization period
and mature period. To optimize school spirit, the following measures should be taken; the style of
teaching should be considered as a breakthrough, and earnestly do a good job in teaching style;
improve school rules and regulations, optimize the teaching environment; strengthen ideological
education, and foster a positive school atmosphere ; practically and effectively do a good job in class
atmosphere ; develop school spirit in the education and teaching activities; leaders should really
take the lead with concentrate efforts, and finally, establish a three-dimentional education network
of school, families and society.

Key words: school spirit; connotation; characteristics and function; psychological

mechanism; development stage; optimization measures

An Arduous Journey and Remarkable Achievements over the Past Two Centuries
——A Brief Introduction to the History of China’s English Language Education
Liu Daoyi
( People’s Education Press, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: English language teaching in China started with Christian missionary schools run by
Westerners in China. After the two opium wars, the Qing Dynasty was forced to initiate the
Westernization Movement to learn modern science from foreign powers. In 1862, the establishment of
Tongwenguan signified the beginning of school English education in China. During the years 1912—
1949, the country experienced social upheaval and continuous wars. Nevertheless, in the early years,
the New Culture Movement catalyzed by modern industrialists and intellectuals, and social, political
and economic transformation brought about a reform in educational concepts. After the end of World
War I, in 1922, the Ministry of Education issued the “New School System” that followed the
American model instead of the Japanese model. The 1923 Curriculum Outlines for the New School
System was a signal of the beginning of modern education in China. For the next few decades, English
language education had enjoyed a high status and quite favorable conditions for its development
despite the unsteady political climate. From 1949 when the People’s Republic of China was founded to
1976 when the Cultural Revolution ended, the journey of English curriculum development was full of
ups and downs. However, after China resumed the legal seat in the United Nations and resumed

diplomatic relations with the USA, English saw an upsurge in schools. Thanks to the Reform and
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Open Door Policy that the government put into force in 1978, remarkable progress and achievements
have been made.
Key words: early development; Reform and Open Door Policy; rejuvenation and prosperity ;

contradictions and problems

Value, Connotation and Practice of Life-oriented Classroom
Li Zhen
(JiangsuXinhai Senior High School, Lianyungang Jiangsu 222006, China)

Abstract; Life-oriented classroom is the regression of the essence of education, the right way of
obtaining knowledge, the absorption of humanism, the reflection of exam-oriented education, the
display of life spirit, the building of life stage and the baptism of teaching mode. The connotation of
life-oriented classroom includes six dimensions. Life is the position of life-oriented classroom. The
development of life potential is the value of life-oriented classroom. To promote the harmonious
development of students’ knowledge, emotion, intention and behavior is the goal of the life-oriented
classroom. “Teaching of life” is the basic characteristic of life-oriented classroom. The life world,
which is full of breath of life, is the teaching resource of life-oriented classroom. The way of
implementing life-oriented classroom is to go back to basics, and to let life participate, experience,
make dialogue, communicate, explore, moist, enrich and develop in itself. The practice states of life-
oriented classroom are: reflecting value orientation of life; promoting democratic equality between
teachers and students; highlighting emotional communication between teachers and students;
stimulating the vitality of text; constructing smart teaching modes; going into students’ life
experience; promoting students’ personal development; building a communication platform between
teachers and students; seeking dynamic generation of classroom and achieving common development
of teachers and students.

Key words: life-oriented classroom; value; connotation; practice state

The Academic Lifeand Academic Contributions of Teng Dachun
He Guoqing
(College of Teacher Education, Ningbo University, Ningbo Zhejiang 315211, China)
Abstract: Teng Dachun is a famous scholar in history of foreign education in Contemporary
China. He graduated from Peking University in 1933, and then worked in Shandong, Anhui and
Sichuan consecutively. He went to USA to study in 1947, and graduated from the University of
Colorado with a PhD in Education in 1950. Since his returning to China in 1950, Teng Dachun had
taught and researched in the field of history of foreign education for half a century. As a recognized
founder of history of foreign education in the new era of China, Teng Dachun had made outstanding
contributions to the construction of the discipline of history of foreign education and the research of
American educational history and Western educational thoughts. He had trained more than a dozen of
PhD candidates majored in history of foreign education. Teng Dachun’s academic life is a precious
legacy that is worth remembering.

Key words: Teng Dachun; history of foreign education; academic life; academic contributions



