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1 In the heart of London sits one of Britain’ s most
recognizable buildings.
2 Yet its story is one of the least understood.

3 But what is now the site of a splendid palace was once

open countryside

4 As royal residences go.

5 Buckingham Palace is something of a newcomer.

6 The state rooms are less than two hundred years old.

7 Yet its history is much older and more dramatic than

you might think.

8 Its rooms are filled with objects that are clues to the
character of kings and queens past

9 And the art and architecture combine to make a state-

ment about Britain’ s place in the world.
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How to Deal with Students’ Pronunciation Errors
——A Study Based on the Corpus of Test-takers” Performance in the Computer-based English
Listening and Speaking Test (CELST) of Gaokao (Guangdong Version)
Xu Ying', Zeng Yonggiang®
(1. School of Foreign Languages s South China University of Technology» Guangzhou Guangdong 510641, Chinas
2. The International Business Department , Guangdong Teachers College of Foreign Language and Arts,

Guangzhou Guangdong 510640, China)

Abstract; This study aims to investigate students’ pronunciation errors based on the corpus of test
takers’ performance in the Computer-based English Listening and Speaking Test (CELST) of gaokao
(Guangdong version). We find that as the testtakers’ proficiency level increases, percentages of
sounds’ swallowing, sounds’ addition, phoneme error, word or chunk error and word stress error de-
crease. One-way MANOVA results showed that these errors could effectively distinguish test-takers at
different proficiency levels. Reasons for these errors are made up of inter-language interference, overgen-
eralization of intra-language rules, poor basic skills and slips of tongue.

Key words: gaokao (Guangdong version) ; English listening and speaking; reading aloud; pronuncia-

tion errors
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