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The Historical Experience and Enlightenments of Primary and Secondary School English
Textbook Construction in China
LIU Dao-yi,!GONG Ya-fu, ?ZHANG Xian-chen'
(1. People’s Education Press, Beijing 100081, China;
2. China National Institute for Educational Research, Beijing 100088, China)
Abstract; By reviewing and analyzing the history of compilation of English textbooks for primary and
secondary schools since the founding of new China, we have summed up the experiences of
constructing teaching materials in the following aspects: stressing Chinese students’ cognitive
characteristics and the requirements for their physical and mental development; correctly handling the
relationship between language teaching and ideological education; making innovations based on
inheritance; strengthening the relationship between language and culture; increasing the flexibility of
textbooks; adopting the model of cooperation with foreign publishers; paying more attention to the
binding and layout of textbooks; attaching more importance to the diversity of textbooks.
Key words: English textbooks for primary and secondary schools; review; analysis; historical experi-
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