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On Primary English Education in China
Abstract: The article explores the social-political
contexts of primary English in China and the
implementation of primary English since 2001.
It looks into the changes it has brought to the
country’s English language education during the
last ten years. It further analyses the problems and
challenges facing the initiative. The purpose is
to provide a better understanding of the value of
primary English and suggest what we should do to
meet the challenges.

Key Words: primary English; curriculum

change;curriculum implementation

(L#46T7)

Foreign Language Proficiency
Scales in China and Abroad:
A Comparative Study

Abstract: Foreign language proficiency scales
in the US, made instinctively either for military
purposes or for foreign language teaching, lay
descriptive stress on language knowledge and
language skills. Language proficiency scales in
Europe and Canada, with communicative language
ability theory as their theoretical framework,
emphasize the ability to perform language activities.

Combining instinctive, qualitative and quantitative
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methods, the former aims to lay a foundation for
the mutual attestation of education qualification
in Europe while the latter, to regulate and assess
the immigrants’ SL proficiency. Foreign language
teaching standards both at home and abroad were
exclusively constructed to direct foreign language
teaching, and in addition to language knowledge
and language skill, cross-cultural strategy poses as a
salient feature to their descriptors.

Key Words: foreign language ability; language
proficiency scales; language ability description;
foreign language teaching



